ABSTRACT . A new species of Epimedium L. (Berberidaceae), E. shennongjiaensis Yan J. Zhang & J. Q. Li, is described and illustrated from the Shennongjia National Nature Reserve, Hubei Province, China. The new species is distinctive and assigned to series Davidianae Stearn of section Diphyllon (Komarov) Stearn because of its large flowers and petals with expanded lamina and elongated spurs. Based on corolla characteristics, it is similar to E. epsteinii Stearn but is distinguished by its compact rhizomes, narrowly ovate and acuminate inner sepals (1.5-1.9 3 0.7-0.9 cm), and petals slightly shorter or nearly as long as the inner sepals with straight spurs (1.5-1.7 cm).
Epimedium L., as a temperate genus of Old World distribution, is the largest genus of herbaceous Berberidaceae with ca. 57 species distributed broadly from Japan to Algeria. China, where 47 species have been reported and the evolution of Epimedium has continued without interruption probably since the origin of the genus, is not only the richest in species of Epimedium, it is the only region where new species continue to be found (Ying, 2001; Stearn, 2002; He & Xu, 2003; Guo et al., 2007) .
The new species was collected from Muyuping, Shennongjia National Nature Reserve, Hubei Province, China, on 2 May 2004, when it was flowering; it was then transplanted into the Wuhan Botanical Garden, Chinese Academy of Sciences, also in Hubei Province. It appears most closely related to Epimedium epsteinii Stearn, but differs from the latter in its rhizomes, leaflets, and perianth. Flowering stems 18 cm or longer, bearing 2 opposite leaves or a single leaf; rhizome compact, 4.5-8 mm diam. Basal and cauline leaves with 3 leaflets; leaflets narrowly ovate, 6.5-11.2 3 3.7-6.1 cm, apex acuminate, margin spinose-serrate, base deeply cordate with a narrow sinus, lobes of the terminal leaflet equal and acute, those of the lateral leaflets very unequal with the inner lobe smaller and acute, and the outer one much larger and acute, coriaceous, persisting as green all winter, glossy adaxially, glaucous abaxially when mature and glabrate with scattered, minute, erect hairs. Inflorescence simple, racemose, few-flowered, with 8 to 22 flowers, 10-17 cm; pedicels ca. 2-2.7 cm, glabrous or sometimes glandular. Flowers large, 3-3.8 cm diam.; outer sepals soon falling, green or purple, outer pair oblong, to 4 mm, inner pair broadly ovate with white margins, to 5 mm; inner sepals narrowly ovate, white, 1.5-1.9 3 0.7-0.9 cm, apex acuminate; petals slightly shorter or nearly as long as inner sepals, deep purple; spur subulate, straight, 1.5-1.7 cm, expanded at base into lamina 5-6 mm high; stamens enclosed by the upward corolla extension, ca. 4 mm; filaments white, ca. 1 mm; anthers ca. 3 mm, pale yellow; pollen yellow. Capsule ca. 1 cm.
Habitat and distribution. Epimedium shennongjiaensis is found in forests and on valley slopes at ca. 1500 m elevation in Muyuping, Shennongjia National Nature Reserve, Hubei Province, China.
IUCN Red List category. Epimedium shennongjiaensis is assessed as a taxon of Least Concern (LC) according to IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN, 2001).
Phenology. The new species is known to flower in May in the field and in late March to mid April in cultivation.
Etymology. The specific epithet refers to the type locality.
Discussion. Stearn (2002) 
